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EFBC’s Feline Conservation Center  

Dedicated to the Protection and Preservation of Endangered Felines 

In our summer issue, we reported the births of Pallas’ cats and Sand cats this 
past spring. We’re happy to report another litter of four Sand cats were born on 
Aug. 2! Just two years after the first Sand cats were born at EFBC-FCC, our 
breeding program for this small, near threatened species continues to flourish.  

The parents of this litter are Margo, who was part of EFBC’s first litter of Sand 
cats born here in May 2014, and Shrek, who was imported from Russia last year.  

Margo and her babies are not immediately on display but visitors can sometimes 
catch a glimpse of them in the small cat area located near Project Tiger. Adora-
ble videos of the kittens are also on our Facebook page.  

The Sand cat (Felis margarita) is a desert-dwelling cat native to northern Africa 
and the Middle East. They weight just five to 10 pounds and can live far from 
water sources by utilizing moisture from their prey, which includes rodents and 
snakes. Sand cats have large ears that are set widely apart and low on the sides 
of the head and paws that are covered with dense fur to prevent burns on their 
feet in the hot sand. 

Second Litter of Sand Cats Born  

The latest additions to our Sand cat population are four kittens born Aug. 2 to Shrek and Margo.  
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Donations 

GENERAL DONATIONS: Unrestricted gift donations has allowed EFBC to address unexpected repairs and 
upgrades as needed, and has also given us the opportunity to set some funds aside for some upcoming ma-
jor projects. The natural enclosures in our exhibit area and the underground water system they require are 
breaking down and will undergo major renovations in the next couple of years. Each natural exhibit will be 
upgraded with some design changes to service our current and future needs. We thank the following for 
supporting our general operating fund this quarter: Betsy Bainbridge, Ann Calabrese, Carol Clark, Vicki Col-
lins, Rod & Judy Ditzler, Jill Evensizer, David Forward, David Gregory, Catherine Horan, Sasha Kwapinski, 
Craig Ladassor, Steve & Judy O’Dell, Joni Seal, Chris Trombrog, Patricia Waidner, Rebekah & Wesley Ward, 
Theresa Ward, and our Lifetime Members: Lisa Edmondson, Richard & Elizabeth McConaugh and Leo & 
Kathy Notenboom.  
 
We thank the members of the Lancaster Rotary Club for continuing to provide the BBQ at our Twilight Tour 
events, and for presenting us a check for $750 at our summer event held on June 25. They are a wonderful 
group of people and we are extremely grateful for the support over the years. 
 
Our volunteer, Leslie Simmons’ “Running Wild” marathon fundraising continues to be supported by those 
individuals who admire her hard work and commitment. This quarter we received additional donations 
from: Christopher DeHaan, Joel Embick, Stephanie Harwell, Scott McGinley, Angelica Simmons and John 
Spence. Thank you Leslie and keep on trucking! 
 
RESTROOM BUILDING FUND: In addition to donating $50 each month to this project, our adoptive parent 
Justin Smith also matched the restricted donations we received to this fund at our June Twilight Tour. 
Audrey Arlington also donated $100 to help us get rid of those nasty porta-potties. This quarter we raised 
a total of $876 bringing our fund total to $14,768. (Goal $75,000.) Justin also continued his generous sup-
port of EFBC by donating an additional $1,000 to the Joseph Maynard Memorial Fund. Thank you Justin for 
all you do! 
 
MAJOR CONTRIBUTIONS: As previously mentioned, we are planning some major renovations on the habi-
tats in our exhibit area. We were able to make these plans due to the following donations received this 
quarter:  
 
A special thank you to The Cutler Foundation for continuing their support of our programs with the very 
generous unrestricted donation of $10,000. When foundations continue to provide EFBC additional funding, 
we know we are doing something right. Thank you David Cutler! 
 
We also want to send a special thank you to our members Hugh & Janet Carnes for their very generous un-
restricted donation of $10,000. We had just broken up the cement safety walkways behind our natural ex-
hibits to address underground water lines that had broken and needed to be rerouted and replaced. It was 
very depressing, but then we opened the mail and saw the check from Hugh and Janet. It provided immedi-
ate relief and we sincerely appreciate their generosity. 

Continues on Page 3 
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Make a play date for the kids at EFBC-FCC for our 

annual Kids’ Day.  

This fun, activities-filled day is geared for children 

of all ages and includes live animal education 

presentation, cat enrichment (toy) making, scav-

enger hunts, hay rides, games, face painting, priz-

es and more.  

WHEN: Oct. 15 

HOURS: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

COST: Admission prices change for the day.  

$10 for adults and $7 for children, ages 0-12. 

(Admission includes most activities and prizes. 

There is an additional charge for the hay ride.)  

Please note: Members do not receive free admis-

sion on this day. All children must be accompa-

nied by an adult(s) and no child drop-offs are al-

lowed.  

Donations continued from page 2.  

 
A new supporter to our organization, Steve Jensen of 
Florida also provided us a generous unrestricted do-
nation of $18,000. He learned about us through our 
friends at Fox Field airport and wanted to help our 
efforts in saving the world’s wild felines. Thank you 
Steve. 
 
The Roth-Armstrong-Hayes Foundation whose mis-
sion is to “Better the lives of people and animals 
through education and improvement to their support 
systems,” has once again donated $5,000 for general 
use toward our programs. The support of founda-
tions is critical to EFBC’s success and we sincerely 
thank them for their support again this year. 
 
IN-KIND DONATIONS: Donations of materials and 
services helps EFBC reduce out-of-pocket expenses. 
Everyday supplies needed for animal husbandry, food 
preparation, janitorial supplies, landscaping, etc. are 

appreciated and we thank the following businesses 
for their donations: 
 
BrightView Landscape Services: 14 hula hoes, 25 
metal rakes, 15 flat shovels, 16 round shovels and 
eight flat-head hoes. 
 
Hi-Grade Materials: Delivery and donation of two 
yards of concrete for walkway repairs. Special thanks 
to Randy Cregut (pictured below) for donating his 
time to fix the walkway behind Serrano’s enclosure.  

Kids’ Day is Oct. 15 
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Cat of the Quarter: Christo the Leopard Cat 
Christo is a male Leopard Cat (Prionailurus bengalensis) born in August 2007 and has been at EFBC-FCC 
since April 2011. Christo is one of a few cats at EFBC-FCC who came to us from a private owner. Although 
EFBC-FCC is not a rescue facility, we sometimes take in cats for non-breeding purposes. Although he is off 
public display, Christo can be seen during our Twilight Tours. 

 
Leopard Cats are small in size, weighing between seven and 10 
pounds, and are a widespread and common species found 
throughout South, Southeast and East Asia and the Russian Far 
East. They tend to have yellowish-brown fur in tropical regions 
and greyish-brown fur in northern parts of their range. Their 
pelts, which are popular in trade, are dotted with dark spots 
that are sometimes solid and sometimes rosettes.  
 
The Convention of International Trade in Endangered Species 
of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) lists most Leopard Cats as an 
Appendix II species, meaning they are not necessarily threat-
ened with extinction but may become so unless trade is closely 
controlled. However, populations in Bangladesh, India and 
Thailand (Prionailurus bengalensis bengalensis) are listed on 
Appendix I, as a species that is most endangered and threat-
ened with extinction. Under this designation, CITES prohibits 
international trade of this subspecies except when the purpose 
of the import is not commercial.  
 
The species is threatened mostly by hunting and commercial 
exploitation for their fur, as well as for food and as pets. Habi-
tat loss and fragmentation is also a threat across its range. They 
are also viewed as pests that kill poultry and are killed in retri-
bution.  
 
Additionally, Leopard Cats have been hybridized with domestic 

cats, creating the popular Bengal Cat that people keep as pets. However, the International Cat Association 
reports most of these exotic cats are now bred from Bengal Cat stock rather than wild crosses.  
 
Hunting of Leopard Cats is prohibited in Bangladesh, Cambodia, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malay-
sia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Russia, Thailand and Taiwan, and hunting and trade regulations 
are in place in South Korea, Laos PDR and Singapore. In Afghanistan, the Leopard Cat is on the 2009 Pro-
tected Species List, banning all hunting and trading of this species within the country.  
 
There is debate among two subspecies – the Iriomote cat of Japan and the Amur Leopard Cat of Russia – 
and whether they should be considered a separate species rather than a subspecies. 
 
 

The Leopard Cat File  

Genus name: (Prionailurus bengalensis) 

Weight: 7-to-10 pounds 

Range: South, Southeast and East Asia and 

Russian Far East 

Status: Least Concern  
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Back by popular demand! Our Star Party & Red 

Light Tour will return to EFBC-FCC on Dec. 3.  

This all ages event is our newest and most 

unique adventure, treating visitors to special 

after hours guided red light tours to see our 

residents in action when the sun goes down. 

Local astronomy club members will also be on-

hand to show visitors the solar system and 

gaze at the stars. This year’s event takes place 

during a New Moon.  

Cats react differently when red flashlights are 

shone on them, as opposed to a regular white 

flashlight. There is little reaction by the cats to 

the red flashlights and this allows tours to see 

our mostly nocturnal residents awake and active.  

While the star gazing is free of charge (with donations accepted), there is a $10 admission price for the Red 

Light Tour. All proceeds benefit EFBC-FCC.  

Check our website or Facebook page for the latest updates on this event, including times.  

Star Party & Red Light Tour Returns 

The Sand cat and Pallas’ cat babies born in the spring are growing up fast! On Aug. 8, EFBC’s vet team of Dr. 

Scott Weldy and Dr. Kristy Krause came out to vaccinate and microchip them. It was a great chance for our 

summer interns to work with two of the top veterinarians in the country. We also used our new anesthesia 

machines, purchased through a generous donation by EFBC-FCC board member George Radda.  

Vet Check! 
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Feline Follies Focuses on EFBC’s Role in Conservation 

We had another great turnout for our annual Fabulous Feline Follies fundraiser, 

which took place Aug. 13 at the cathouse. A total of 150 people attended this 

special evening event and more than $34,000 was raised for EFBC-FCC.  

This year’s theme was “Feline Conservation: A Cause Worth Chasing?” and fo-

cused on the role our facility plays in the conservation of endangered species in 

the wild. Accredited zoos and facilities like EFBC-FCC participate in international 

captive breeding programs for endangered felines to keep genetic lines as clean 

and diverse as possible. Breeding pairs are selected based on Species Survival 

Plans (SSP) developed by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and Felid Tag, 

or the European Endangered Species Program (EEP). These plans are based on 

the cat’s family tree and genetic diversity to avoid in-breeding and over-breeding 

of a pair.  

Among the highlights was a talk about Cheetah conservation by Dale Anderson 

of Project Survival’s Cat Haven. Anderson, who was a volunteer at EFBC-FCC 25 

years ago, brought along Jazz the Cheetah (pictured left) and spoke of the 

unique challenges saving the world’s fastest cat. A Cheetah Walk at Cat Haven 

was among the items that was up for live auction.  

Dr. Jim Sanderson of the Small Wild Cat Conservation Foundation discussed 

the plight of many of the world’s smallest wild cats and the work his organi-

zation does to ensure their continued existence.  

Special thanks to our sponsors (some pictured to the right), as well as those 

who donated raffle, silent and live auctions prizes or their services, including 

dessert by Sweet K’s (pictured lower right).  

The evening was dedicated to EFBC-FCC’s founder, Joe Maynard, who passed 

away last year. At the event, EFBC-FCC President Kristian Krause, D.V.M. and 

board member Scott Weldy, D.V.M. (who are also our facility’s veterinarians) shared a toast with guests of 

Joe’s favorite drink, Makers Mark (pictured bottom left). 

Planning is underway for next year’s Fabulous Feline Follies. It’s not too early to donate auction items, ser-

vices or become a sponsor. For more information, contact us at 661.256.3793. 
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On Sept. 1, it came time to renew participation in 
the Ralph’s Community Rewards Program. Through 
this program, a percentage of your purchases at 
Ralphs and Food 4 Less markets is donated to EFBC. 
To renew or sign up, visit www.ralphs.com and regis-
ter. EFBC’s participation I.D. is NPO #82845. This is a 
wonderful way to continue your support! 

VISIT ... 
Our website www.cathouse-fcc.org or 

www.wildcatzoo.org for the latest on new arri-

vals, births and construction projects.  

 

JOIN ... 
Our Google Group  

e-mail list at groups.google.com and search 

“EFBC-FelineConservationCenter” (no spaces). 

 

LIKE ... 
Our Facebook Fan Page “EFBC’s 

Feline Conservation Center.”  

 

 

FOLLOW ... 
Keep track of the latest via 

Twitter @wildcatzoo 

Stay Connected!  

http://www.ralphs.com


 

3718 60th Street West 

Rosamond, CA 93560 

661.256.3793 voice, during operating hours  

(10 am - 4 pm Thurs.-Tues.) 

661.256.3332 recorded directions and information,  

24 hours 

661.256.6867 fax 

EFBC’s Feline Conservation Center 

SPOTS & STRIPES is published quarterly by the Exotic Feline Breeding 

Compound’s Feline Conservation Center for members. For questions, 

comments or suggestions, contact 661.256.3793. 

© 2016 EFBC-FCC 

Jango the Malayan Tiger (Panthera tigris jacksoni) has 

really enjoyed his pool during the hot summer months. 

Jango and his brother Raja will turn 2 on Nov. 16. 


