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Message from the President
Thank you all for attending our 18th Fabulous Feline Follies.  EFBC is dedicated to 
the preservation and propagation of the World’s wild felines through breeding,
research in alternative reproductive  methods, and public education through
exhibition.  Preservation does not only require a commitment to maintaining
captive populations of endangered cats, but also to helping ensure that wild
populations are equally managed and protected.  That is why in-situ work is so
important and why we are taking this opportunity with our Follies event to
recognize EFBC’s in-situ work and, the efforts being made by other individuals,
organizations and countries to maintain viable colonies of various species of felines 
in their natural habitats.

I hope when you read our Follies program, you understand just how complex all
this can be, and take pride in knowing that this work would not be possible without
the generous support of people like you.

Thank you for your continued support of EFBC’s Feline Conservation Center, and
we hope you enjoy this special evening amongst our feline family.



SPONSORS
PLATINUM - Donations of $1,000.00

Nancy Vandermey & Eric Barkalow - Altadena, CA

Susan Lozier & Ian MacLeod - Omaha, NE

Steven M. Crutchfield - Gainesville, VA

In Memory of Anna H. Harrington

GOLD - Donations of $500.00

Sav-On Fence Company - Lancaster, CA

Sandra Masek - Rosamond, CA

AAZK-EFBC Chapter, Rosamond, CA

SILVER - Donations of $250.00

In Memory of Steve Rendes - Former EFBC Director

BRONZE - Donations of $150.00

Diane M. Citron - Santa Monica, CA

LaneScapes Design - Studio City, CA

Karl’s Harware, Rosamond, CA



PROGRAM
Welcome to the 18th Annual

Fabulous Feline Follies
focusing on In-situ

Conservation

6:00 PM Cocktail Reception

Silent Auction (closes at 9:30 PM)

7:00 PM Welcome Announcement

7:15 PM Dinner

8:00 PM Programs and Presentations

9:30 PM Raffle, silent auction winners announced

(Gift shop open for sales from 6:30 to 7:00 PM only)

Animals courtesy of David & Anita Jackson - Zoo To You

Our emcee this year will be Eric Barkalow



SILENT AUCTION AND RAFFLE DONORS

Sandy Masek Pam Rose & Gene Bowman Marie B. Masek Trust
Nancy Vandermey & Eric Barkalow Ruth Trimble Barbara Sellers
Camille & Jerry Gadwood Mike & Maryeann McMullen          Karren Vitt
Kathryn Davis Natalie Green Bettye Kozlowski Russ Franz 
Sara Phillips Scott & Nicole Pearson L’Aire Designs Lynn Hill
Alex Gonzalez Renee Weber Betty Platero          Carol Clark 
Gaynor Osborn           Michael & Lori Brethour         David Mitchell          Lee Leftwich

Special program speakers this year will be Dr. Jim Sanderson, PhD. and
Dr. Scott H. Weldy, D.V.M.                 A short bio on each follows below:

Dr. Jim Sanderson has become one of the world’s foremost
experts on small cats, particularly the Andean mountain cat
and the guigna. Jim tracked the elusive Andean mountain
cat for months before finally meeting face-to-face with the
beautiful subject of his study. The landmark photo that
resulted from this encounter appeared in the February 2000
issue of National Geographic - one of only 5 documented
sightings of this cat. He is also a landscape ecologist and an 
active member of the IUCN Cat Specialist Group. He has
used radio-telemetry and camera photo-trapping to study
small cats in Central & South America, Asia and Africa.
The World Conservation Union is responsible for
determining the status of cat species in the wild. Categories 
such as Critically Endangered or Threatened are used to
characterize populations. One category, Data Deficient,
means that almost nothing is known about the species.
Three species of cats are currently listed as Data Deficient,
and all of them are small cats. Jim conducts his own
research, and collaborates intensively with local scientists
and volunteers who are leading work on other small cat
species around the world. Collaboration with local
scientists and volunteers has been a key to the success of
these small cat studies. Colleagues work in remote areas,
collecting valuable data that can be compiled into a larger
database of information on these rare cats. Jim’s goal is to
coordinate the research at sites around the globe to reveal
the current distribution of the world’s small cats. He is
currently working to establish four high priority long-term
research sites in Kalimantan (Borneo), Sumatra, Chile, and
China. He also supports the efforts of colleagues in
Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Cambodia, India, Sarawak,
Suriname, and Vietnam. Sustained camera photo-trapping
efforts will enable him to monitor the populations of small
cats and to detect changes in their population trends.



Previous Felitarian Award Recipients

1990 - Randy Miller 1991 - Betty White Ludden 1992 - Mark Purcell
1993 - Julie Abraham 1994 - Larry Purcell 1995 - Ron Wildermuth
1996 - Richard & Jakki Baker 1997 - Patrick Morris, D.V.M., Dipl. A.C.Z.M.
1998 - Jerry Gadwood 1999 - Steve Rendes 2000 - Nancy Vandermey
2001 - Pamela Gray 2002 - Pat Quillen 2003 - George & Joan Paulikas
2004 - David & Anita Jackson 2005 - Not Awarded 2006 - Cherylrenee Rendes

Dr. Scott H. Weldy, D.V.M. has dedicated his life to promoting and ensuring the well being and overall
health of animals of all species.

In addition to running his full time veterinary practice, Serrano Animal & Bird Hospital in Lake Forest,
CA., Dr. Weldy spends most of his free time taking on extra projects such as veterinary of record for many
organizations including Orange County Zoo, and EFBC, and is backup and consulting veterinarian for the
Santa Ana Zoo and the San Diego Zoo under Dr. Pat Morris.  Dr. Weldy also assists and is a consultant for
many universities in California including U.C Irvine, C.S.U Fullerton, and U.C. Davis.  The list is extensive 
and we could never do him justice in this short paragraph but suffice to say the he is well respected and his
expertise is appreciated by many people and organizations

On top of this he is the Director of the Orange County Bird of Prey Center where he rehabilitates and
releases hundreds of raptors a year.  His presentation will focus on some of his work with raptors
throughout Southern California, and his involvement with EFBC.



EFBC Feline Conservation Center Staff
DIRECTORS

Joseph W. Maynard, President
Larry Purcell, Vice President

Sandra Masek, Treasurer        
Nancy Vandermey, Secretary

Camille Gadwood, Public Relations
Jeff Conrad, D.V.M., Director 
Nicole Pearson, Esq., Director

Robert Slade, Director

STAFF

Sandra Masek, General Manager 
Melany Marotta, Lead Keeper

Marie Reeves, Keeper      
Roena Ross, Keeper                

Lori Hands, Gift Shop           
Cindy Sparks, Gift Shop

VOLUNTEERS

Eric Barkalow Camille Gadwood Leslie Simmons
Mark McConnell Kim Blaquera Jeff Conrad     
Ann Conrad Pam Rose Nancy Vandermey
Lisa Davis Misty Hailstone Richard West
Megna Smith   *visiting interns  Heidi Pettit and Helen Sonnenberg*



“Captive Breeding Supporting In-Situ Preservation”

EFBC’s Role in Saving Endangered Feline Species in the Wild

EFBC’s Feline Conservation Center’s mission has long been the protection and preservation of
endangered wild feline species. The center provides a safe environment and comfortable natural
habitats for resident felines. Through the careful selection of genetically appropriate mates from
the world's populations of captive cats, the EFBC has been able to successfully propagate rare
bloodlines which otherwise would be in imminent danger of extinction.

In addition to the work EFBC does for captive feline species, the EFBC actively supports
“in-situ” work to ensure the future of all species of free-roaming felines. The mission today
expands beyond educating about and preserving rare feline species in captivity to actually
supporting researchers working in the field, more commonly known as “in-situ” work; literally,
"being in the original position" or "in the normal location." This work involves protecting the
habitats species live in from human development and encroachment, as well as studies in the
field to determine range sizes, prey species, etc.

The EFBC contributes to in-situ work in a variety
of ways. Research experiments involving assisted
reproductive techniques on our felines have taken
place at the center with the hope of translating the
knowledge to wild populations. 

Donations of medical supplies and a portable
X-ray machine to the Cheetah Conservation
Botswana project have been made to support their
in-situ programs. We have also sold limited edition 
artwork to benefit Fishing Cat preservation
programs, stuffed animals to support Pallas’ Cats
programs, and special T-shirts to benefit Amur
Leopard research. We also host student interns
from all over the world to help educate the next
generation of field researchers and zoo
professionals. 

Many visitors ask if we participate in reintroduction programs. There are many difficulties
involved in placing captive born animals into the wild. The following pages examine some of
those challenges. European Amur Leopard program breeding coordinators have begun talks with
Russia about starting re-introduction. The politics involved are yet another issue!

In the past, zoos were mainly display facilities for the purpose of public enjoyment and
education. As large numbers of the species traditionally on display have become rarer in the
wild, many zoos have taken on the additional role of building up numbers through captive
breeding programs.



Several species are now only represented by animals in captivity. Captive breeding programs are
in place for numerous species. At least 18 species have been reintroduced into the wild following 
such programs. In many cases the species was actually extinct in the wild at the time of
reintroduction (Arabian Oryx, American Bison). In some cases, all remaining individuals of a
species, whose numbers were too low for survival in the wild, have been captured and the
species has then been reintroduced after captive breeding (California Condor, Red Wolf). 

The role of zoos in conservation is limited both by space and by expense. At population sizes of
roughly 100-150 individuals per species, it has been estimated that world zoos could sustain
roughly 900 species. Populations of this size are just large enough to avoid inbreeding effects.
However, zoos are now shifting their emphasis from long-term holding of species, to returning
animals to the wild after only a few generations. This frees up space for the conservation of other 
species.

Genetic management of captive populations via stud records is essential to ensure genetic
diversity is preserved as much as possible. There are now a variety of international computerized 
studbook record systems that catalog genealogical data on individual animals in zoos around the
world. Mating can therefore be arranged by computer, to ensure that genetic diversity is
preserved and inbreeding minimized (always assuming the animals involved are prepared to
co-operate).



Research has led to great advances in technologies for captive breeding. This includes techniques 
such as artificial insemination, embryo transfer and long-term cryogenic (frozen) storage of
embryos. These techniques are all valuable because they allow new genetic lines to be
introduced without having to transport the adults to new locations. Therefore the animals are not
even required to co-operate any longer. However, further research is vital. The success of zoos in 
maintaining populations of endangered species is limited. 

Reintroduction of species to the wild poses several different problems.

* Diseases

      Reintroducing a captive-born animal can lead to the
introduction of new diseases to the habitat, which can
decimate existing wild populations. Another issue is the
loss of resistance to local diseases in captive-bred
populations; when released, they would not have the
same immunities that native-born animals possess.
Reintroduction of Pallas’ cats will pose a particular
challenge in the disease area, as many captive animals
carry the toxoplasma Gondi parasite infection, which
causes high mortality in young kittens. Wild populations
are not currently infected.

* Behavior

      Behavior of captive-bred species is also a problem.
Some behavior is genetically determined and innate, but
much has to be learned from other adults of the species,
or by experience. Captive-bred populations lack the in
situ learning of their wild relatives and are therefore at a huge disadvantage in the wild. In one
case of reintroduction, a number of monkeys starved because they had no concept of having to
search for food to eat - it had always been supplied to them in captivity. In the next attempt, the
captive monkeys were taught that they had to look for food, by hiding it in their cages, rather
than just supplying it. 

* Genetic Races

      Reintroduced populations may be of an entirely different genetic make-up to original
populations. This may mean that there are significant differences in reproduction habits and
timing, as well as differences in general ecology. Reintroduction of individuals of a species into
an area where the species has previously become extinct is in many cases just like introducing a
foreigner. The Large Copper Butterfly is a good example of this. Although extinct in Britain, it
persists in continental Europe. There have been over a dozen attempts to re-establish it in Britain
over the last century, but none have been successful. This is probably due to the differing
ecology of the introduced races. Replacement of extinct populations by reintroduction from other 
areas may not therefore be an option.



* Habitat

      The habitat must be there for reintroduction to take place. In many cases, so much habitat has 
been destroyed, that areas must first be restored to allow captive populations to be reintroduced.
Suitable existing habitats will also (unless the species is extinct in the wild) usually already
contain wild members of the species. In this case, it is likely that within the habitat, there are
already as many individuals as the habitat can support. The introduction of new individuals will
only lead to stress and tension as individuals fight for limited territory and resources such as
food. In this case, nothing positive has been accomplished by reintroduction, it has merely
increased the stress on the species. It may even in some cases result in a decrease in numbers. In
contrast, the provision of additional restored habitat nearby can allow wild populations to expand 
into it without the need for reintroduction. Because determining the original natural state is often
difficult and because ecosystems continually change, this is rarely a realistic goal. Changes may
also in some cases be irreversible, so that restoration to an original condition is not an option. For 
these reasons, restoration is often limited to the approximate recreation of habitat. Restoration
does not necessarily require intervention. Left to natural processes, many ecosystems will return
to their original condition provided populations of the original species still exist nearby. This
may however be a lengthy process. In Brazil’s Caatinga forest, natural recovery of slash and
burn agricultural sites takes more than a century. Sites cleared by bulldozer may take a thousand
or more years to recover. Intervention may be used to speed up the process. It becomes vital
where an ecosystem will never recover naturally, either because it has been physically
transformed, or because species cannot migrate to repopulate the area. Restoration may rely
heavily upon species maintained by ex situ methods and is an example of the complementary
nature of in situ and ex situ techniques.

* Future Trends

      Assuming suitable habitat exists that is and
will remain unpopulated unless reintroduction
occurs, how likely is it that this habitat will
remain suitable in the years to come? Are the
human populations surrounding this area
increasing? Does the local population support the 
reintroduction program, not just now but in the
foreseeable future?  Wolves were successfully
reintroduced to Yellowstone National Park in
Wyoming in 1995, but now the state of Wyoming 
proposes to allow trophy hunting for the animals
in a large area immediately outside the parks
while classifying them as predators that could be
shot on sight elsewhere.

Thus for a successful reintroduction program six
key components can be identified:



1.  YOU NEED A SELF-SUSTAINING CAPTIVE POPULATION.

 - enough breeding stock to provide a surplus. For big animals, this requires a lot of space

- good genetic management

2. REQUIRE AN ADEQUATE AMOUNT OF SUITABLE AND PROTECTED HABITAT

- conduct field studies to determine the amount and type of habitat required by new population

- a "wild" model is necessary to establish suitable conditions for release

- population must be protected from whatever caused its previous decline

3. EFFECTIVE TECHNIQUES TO PREPARE ANIMALS FOR REINTRODUCTION

- train re-introductees prior to release in predator avoidance and/or prey capture, ability to find
and process food, how to interact properly with others of their own kind



4. POST-RELEASE MONITORING AND EVALUATION

- constant monitoring provides opportunity to evaluate and modify program

5. PROFESSIONAL AND PUBLIC EDUCATION

- conservation education can create local support to sustain the reintroduction efforts

- partnerships with other countries can provide opportunities for education of professionals

6. SUFFICIENT LONG-TERM FUNDING POTENTIAL

- Long-term money is necessary, and long-term commitment by individuals/agencies

SIDE BENEFITS OF RE-INTRODUCTION

- financial (tourism increases)

- habitat restoration (recreational activities) 

- public education, public pride 

- basis for continued habitat protection, further restorations

The largest barriers to reintroduction of
large felines are in areas 2 and 3.
Finding large, protected areas that don’t 
already have existing populations is
nearly impossible. With the Amur
leopard, the wild population is so low
(30-40 animals) that reintroduction
would serve a different purpose, that of
widening the gene pool.

The bigger problem is area 3, effective
techniques. How do you teach a leopard 
how to sneak up on prey quietly,
pounce quickly, and deliver the proper
killing bite?  In the wild these skills are
gradually learned over an 18 to 24
month period while the mother supplies 
food to her young. Many cats do not
survive the period immediately
following abandonment by the mother,
if they have not learned these life skills. 
Not only do captive born cats have to



learn how to kill natural prey, they have to learn how to interact with other felines and other
animals, some of which may be dangerous. And they need to learn to avoid humans and to be
careful crossing roads, a major source of fatalities for wild animals. It is important that they do
not associate humans as being providers of food, or that livestock are acceptable prey animals.

Amur leopard reintroduction thus still seems many years away, while programs to teach these
skills are developed. However, there is one method that might be used today.

Cross fostering is a trick used to boost
genetic variability, increase the
effective population size, and improve
reproductive success. The captive-born
young are raised in the wild by another
member of their species, or even by a
closely related species. An example is
eggs of whooping cranes placed in
nests of wild, closely related sandhill
cranes and raised by them. For this to
work with Amur leopards, the timing is
most critical. A wild female’s den
would need to be located within a short
window after birth, and captive-born
cubs of the same age would need to be
available. With the whereabouts of the
mother tracked, a team would quickly
hike in to the den site and swap out a
wild cub for a captive born one. While
overall numbers would stay the same,
reintroducing the captive bloodline
would help protect against inbreeding
while methods are developed to release
adult captive born animals.

EFBC’s Feline Conservation Center has a strong relationship with the European Amur leopard
breeding program, and is looking forward to cooperating with their future reintroduction
program. We will continue to support other in-situ programs that benefit our fabulous felines. If
you are interested in reading more about in-situ research and supporting these programs, we
recommend:

Small Cat Conservation Alliance, www.smallcats.org

The mission of Small Cat Conservation Alliance is to ensure the survival of small wild cats and
their natural habitats worldwide.

Wildlife Conservation Network, www.wildnet.org

http://www.smallcats.org
http://www.wildnet.org


The Wildlife Conservation Network is dedicated to protecting endangered species and preserving 
their natural habitats. We partner with independent conservationists around the world who live
and work with local communities and are exploring new ways to resolve the conflicts between
people and wildlife.

Sources:

Biodiversity and Conservation, Dr Barbara Corker, Offwell Woodland & Wildlife Trust

Conserving Biological Diversity, J.D. Allan, University of Michigan 



This event was made possible with the help and support of the following 
people and businesses;

Sandra Masek. Nancy Vandermey, Donna Turman, Camille Gadwood, Joe
Maynard

Sponsor plaques donated by Bill & Andy Meyer, American Data Plates, Lancaster, 
CA.

Printed materials provided by Bohn’s Printing, Lancaster, CA.

Catering provided by Tastee’s Catering Service, Palmdale, CA.

Center pieces designed and produced by Lori Hands, EFBC staff member.

Cocktail service provided by The Golden Cantina Restaurant, Rosamond, CA.

Framing and awards by Left Corner Framing, Lancaster, CA.


